Thirukkural in Tamil & English
A MODERN RENDITION OF THE TAMIL CLASSIC
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Ais the first of the alphabet;
God is the primary force of the world. 1-001
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Can there be a latch to lock in and hide love?

It will reveal itself through tears when a loved one is in trouble 2-071
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If love and virtue pervade the family life, they become
the characteristic and fruit of the family life 3-045
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The way to punish those who harmed us is to shame
them by doing them good. 4-314
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A mother feels more ecstatic to hear her son being praised
as a noble scholar than when the son was born 5-069
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The duty of a father towards his children is to give them
a headstart in knowledge over the best of scholars 6-067
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The duty of a son towards his father is to make others wonder
what great deeds did the father do to deserve such a son. 7-070
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Effort creates wealth; lack of it
induces poverty. 8-616
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Even if god has given up, perseverance will pay
the wages for one’s efforts. 9-619
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Anger, the fire known to destroy those who harbor it, will also
burn down the lifeboat, namely, one’s clan. 10-306
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